Detroit Red Wings Blog Clippings

July 15, 2009

Abel to Yzerman 
Home Again, Home Again
by IwoCPO on 07/08/09 at 09:50 AM ET
Comments (343)

Back in Michigan for a week’s vacation...which is why I’ve avoided each of you for more than five days.  Consider this a brief interruption before I get back to remaining unshaven and 12 ounces heavier. 

Two guys. Two “snipers”.  And a couple issues. 

First.  Oompa Loompa’s playing hardball?  Is that what I’m to understand?  He’s calling press conferences and somebody’s (his agent no doubt) saying he’s KHL-bound.  George, of course, is on it and will stay after it.  

We dig you Happy.  You’ve become a favorite of the 19 and we’d like to see you make some money. 

We would have also liked to see you score just once in your last twelve playoff games.  Because, write this down, a “sniper” who doesn’t “score” doesn’t get to be “strong-willed” or “stubborn”.  

In other words, take the money Tick Tock offers you, be a Red Wing and do your job in the playoffs.  When you do, the payday you think you deserve might come.  Or it might not.  Maybe it never will and maybe your real reward is playing on the Best Team in Hockey and being a millionaire while you’re at it. 

So, STFU about the KHL talk.  

How about this?  See this? 

“After a while, he didn’t want to be in the (AHL) and lost his enthusiasm for being there,” Holland said.

Tick Tock Kenny’s talking about Ville Leino and that quote rubs me wrong.  I’m wondering.  When Leino is on the third line, or even the fourth, and his minutes aren’t what he believes they should be because he’s got a little issue with backchecking, is he going to “lose his enthusiasm for being there”? 

Mark this down.  Leino is going to spend the occasional evening hour in Uncle Mike’s doghouse.  

As I told you, I’m vacationing back in Michigan and it’s awesome.  In St. Clair Shores until Thursday then it’s Up North for three days with five of my friends from high school.  My wife is promising me she’s going to be counting the amount of times she has to shake her head at me and say, “Bill....In. Appropriate.” 

Oh, and I had a run-in with a Wing yesterday.  More to follow on that because it was funny and I want to do the story justice.  

Almost forgot.  If you’re feeling “real lowdown today” (I’m back to quoting Seger because, bitches, I’m in Michigan)...consider this:  47 Tuesdays until the Cup comes home. 

http://www.kuklaskorner.com/index.php/a2y/comments/home_again_home_again/
Duffer’s Dabbles
Wings wrap up prospects camp
 

By The Duffer 07-10-2009 COMMENTS(0) Duffer's Dabbles 

The Detroit Red Wings wrapped up their prospects camp Friday at Joe Louis Arena, putting 32 National Hockey League hopefuls through their paces over the past four days. “You’re watching for guys who can do things out on the ice that will fit with us and in a few years, will fit in really well with the Detroit Red Wings,” said Curt Fraser, coach of Detroit’s Grand Rapids farm club in the American Hockey League, who ran the camp. “There’s some really good kids out here.”
Fraser indicated one of the major goals of the camp was to indoctrinate the youngsters into the Detroit way of doing things. “You try to introduce them in the drills to things now that they are going to hear in Traverse City (at Detroit’s main training camp in the fall),” Fraser said. “You introduce them to things now to better prepare them for camp so they fit right in. We did that last year and it worked out real well. They’ll play a lot better and they’ll feel comfortable right away from the drop of the puck.”


Another purpose of the camp is to help them understand the significant transition they face from junior, European and college hockey to the pro ranks. “Junior hockey is very good, but it’s a big jump to the American League - that’s really good - and then it’s a huge jump to the NHL,” Fraser said. “Those are men. They’re big, they’re developed, they’re strong. They’re going to have to improve their strength, their speed and their willingness to compete in an environment that is very tough. It’s a hard job to break into the lineup, first of all, and then to stay, you’ve got to do things right. 


Pointing to the number of players who made the jump from the minors to the Wings last season, Fraser believes it’s an indication that the Wings are doing it the right way. “It’s amazing how Detroit is able to do such a good job with these draft picks and develop them, bring them along. They give them time to develop, to grow. They don’t rush them. (Wings GM) Kenny (Holland) likes to say he likes them ripe. You see what (Darren) Helm did, what (Justin) Abdlekadr did, what Leino did. They’ve got a really good system here for developing players and getting them to the NHL level.”


Watching his farmhands grow into NHLers during the playoffs was a proud moment for Fraser. “It was great,” he said. “The guys, they earned their chance. They played very well for us in Grand Rapids, grew properly. All of those kids - it’s amazing how talented the Detroit Red Wings are as a group, but they’re all real, real good guys. Everybody sticks together and they have one goal and that’s to win hockey games. There’s nothing else that matters and in Grand Rapids, it’s the same thing. The kids are terrific, they work hard, they show up every day with their hard hats on. Hopefully, next year, we can get another four or five ready. If we can do that, we’re doing things right down there for the Wings.”


He is certain that more prospects are on their way up the pipe and will be seen in action at Joe Louis Arena before long. “(Ryan) Oulahen had a really good year. (Mattias) Ritola is going to be a very good hockey player. (Francis) Pare, (Jamie) Tardif, (Evan) McGrath - there’s lots of guys down there that are going to get their opportunity to develop and step up. Hopefully, we’ll have another wave of guys come through this year that will be able to help Detroit when they need them.”


Fraser also couldn’t say enough good things about the role veterans Darren McCarty of Leamington and Aaron Downey played for the team in Grand Rapids last season in terms of helping the young players learn the ropes. “It’s tough to play in that role now,” Fraser said of enforcers like Downey and McCarty. “You need toughness. Intimidation is still a big part of the game. They’ve been doing it a long time and I have to say I’d give both of those guys full marks for being with us in Grand Rapids. First of all, they didn’t have to come down there. But they came down there and they not only were good leaders for us, they did a heck of a good job for us on the ice. They’re good guys who did a wonderful job of helping develop the youth in the program here.”


Fraser also believes the Wings have their goalie of the future in Grand Rapids in Daniel Larsson - once he bulks up, that is. “He’s the real deal, but he’s skinny as a rake,” Fraser said. “When you see him walking around, he looks like a rake wearing a hat.”


Goaltending prospect Jordan Pearce, a free-agent addition from Notre Dame, immediately realized that much would be demanded from him and his fellow prospects. “They expect a lot from you right from Day 1,” Pearce said. “That’s why it’s such a great place to play. All the tradition and the history. They treat their players well as long as they’re producing.” 
The Detroit Tigers will play host to their seventh annual Negro Leagues weekend beginning Saturday with the club’s 15th annual Negro Leagues tribute game as they meet the Cleveland Indians at 7:05 p.m. at Comerica Park. The first 10,000 fans will receive a Detroit Stars cap and 10 former Negro League players - Frank Crossan, Joe Douse, Melvin (Buck) Duncan, Harold (Bee-Bop) Gordon, Gene Johnson, Marvin Jones, Cecil Kaiser, Alton King, James (Bullet) Moore and Ron (Schoolboy) Teasley - will be recognized during the weekend celebrations . . . Tigers players Ryan Raburn and Adam Everett will sign autographs Saturday from 1-2 p.m. at the ABC Warehouse at 637 John R Road in Troy, Mich. in exchange for monetary donations or donations of gently used baseball equipment to benefit the Gloves For Kids program.

http://communities.canada.com/windsorstar/blogs/duffersdabbles/archive/2009/07/10/wings-wrap-up-prospects-camp.aspx
